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Opening remarks

Thank you. | wish to begin by acknowledging the Traditional Custodians of the land on
which we gather tonight, the Gadigal people of the Eora Nation, and pay my respects to
their Elders past, present and emerging. | also wish to extend that respect to all Aboriginal
and Torres Strait Islander peoples in attendance.

The Law Council President, Mr Luke Murphy, sends his apologies for not being able to
attend, as he is currently at the LAWASIA Conference in Bangaluru, India. However, | am
very fortunate to have the opportunity to attend in his place tonight, and bear witness to
the talent of the eight incredible finalists from across Australia.

On behalf of the Law Council of Australia, | want to commend all the finalists for your very
entertaining presentations tonight. Your confidence and wit certainly made our jobs as
judges very difficult, so congratulations to you all.

Before tonight's winners are announced, it is my pleasure to present the Law Council’s
Australian Young Lawyer Awards for 2023. These Awards seek to recognise the

extraordinary contributions made by early career practitioners to our profession and the
wider community. As always, the Law Council received many outstanding nominations.

Organisation Award

Turning first to the presentation of the Australian Young Lawyer Organisation Award.

This Young Lawyer Organisation has worked to provide unique insights into the legal
market with this year’s Queensland Legal Salary Survey. The comprehensive results of
this Survey exemplifies the efforts of young lawyer organisations in developing meaningful
resources to support, and empower, their members.

The Law Council anticipates that this Salary Survey will better equip early career lawyers
to make informed decisions and negotiate their salaries, particularly in Queensland. In this
way, this work is laying the foundations for bigger, and very important, conversations
regarding remuneration and working conditions for young lawyers in Australia. In fact,
many of the presentations we have heard tonight were rooted in these very issues,
demonstrating that these are matters of real concern to early career lawyers.

It is my pleasure to announce that the 2023 Australian Young Lawyer Organisation Award
goes to the Queensland Young Lawyers.

I now invite the Immediate Past President of the Queensland Young Lawyers, Ms Helen
Driscoll, to receive the Award and to say a few words.

Individual Award

And now for the presentation of the 2023 Australian Young Lawyer Award.

Throughout 2021 and 2022, this young lawyer contributed to urgently securing 90
humanitarian stay Australian visas for Afghan women and their families, including judges,
lawyers, prosecutors and activists.

These women, who upheld the rule of law and advocated for women'’s rights, were at

imminent risk of persecution by the Taliban, and had been evacuated to Greece in 2021
by the International Bar Association’s Human Rights Institute.

National Golden Gavel and Australian Young Lawyer Awards 2023 Page 2



The dedication and efficiency of this young lawyer in managing these pro bono projects,
through Immigration Solutions Lawyers, had a significant and lasting impact on the lives of
these women and their families who, fortunately, can now call Australia home.

These achievements clearly demonstrate the commitment of this exceptional young
lawyer to humanitarian causes and the legal profession, in Australia and internationally.

It is my pleasure to announce that the 2023 Australian Young Lawyer of the Year is
Palwasha Nawabi.

Palwasha, please come and receive the Award, and say a few words.

Please join me in once again congratulating this year’s winners of the Australian Young
Lawyer Awards.

Disclaimer:
This document remains the property of the Law Council of Australia and should not be

reproduced without permission. Please contact the Law Council to arrange a copy of this
speech.
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